A Primer on the Importance of the Open Internet

The open Internet is essential to America’s economic success, job creation, and business formation.

e  REALTORS® rely on bandwidth intensive applications like streaming video, voice over Internet
protocol, and mobile applications to setve clients. These services and applications require an open
Internet that is unencumbered by discrimination by Internet service providers.

e In 2012, the Internet economy was the 4 largest market in the wotld, behind only the U.S., China,
Japan, and India.

e Internet-enabled part-time businesses employ roughly 6.6 million workers and contribute $141 Billion
to U.S. GDP.

e  Meanwhile, the nation’s largest telephone companies have shed over 105,000 jobs since 2008, 20% of
their combined workforces.

Protecting the open Internet has been a bipartisan priority for the past decade.

e Led by Republican Chairman Michael Powell, in 2005 the FCC adopted a policy statement supporting
open Internet principles to encourage broadband deployment and preserve and promote innovation.!

e In 2008, Republican FCC Chairman Kevin Martin and the Commission ordered Comcast to stop
blocking and throttling Internet traffic.?

e In 2010, a Democratic majority on the FCC approved new rules to protect the open Internet.> The
2010 rules were overturned in court for relying on the wrong legal authority, and in 2014 President
Obama called on the FCC to protect the open Internet by relying on legal authority that would allow
the rules to survive a legal challenge.*

Large and small businesses across the American economy support an open Internet and believe
rules are necessary to prevent ISP bottlenecks.

e Small businesses, startups, technology companies, real estate professionals, and Fortune 500 companies
in industries including manufacturing, shipping, construction, financial services, insurance, and logistics
agree on the need to preserve the open Internet.

e  Most potential U.S. customers have only two choices for home broadband, and for speeds above 25
Mbps, increasingly required for family homes, over 80 percent of Americans are limited to a single
option.

e In 2013, Verizon’s attorneys asserted in federal court that if not for FCC rules, the company would
pursue deals that charged websites for priority access and guarantees not to block or degrade traffic.”
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