
WAVE 15: MOVING BEYOND THE ELECTION

Public opinion insights from the Nov. 18, 2020      
“Back-to-Normal Barometer” 



CONTEXT: RESPONDENTS ACTIVELY ENGAGE
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CONFIDENCE BAROMETER PLATEAUS
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MOST PERSONAL/SOCIETAL CONCERNS ABATE
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The post-election landscape



2/3 THINK THE ELECTION WAS EXECUTED FAIRLY
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3/4 THINK IT’S TIME FOR AMERICA TO COME TOGETHER
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MAJORITY HOPE BIDEN WILL UNITE AMERICA
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MAJORITY WANT TRUMP TO BE GRACIOUS IN DEFEAT
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MOST THINK A PEACEFUL TRANSFER OF POWER IS ESSENTIAL
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“HISTORIC TURNOUT DEMANDS ACTION” ARGUMENT RESONATES
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THEY HOPE FOR AN END TO GRIDLOCK, BUT DON’T EXPECT IT
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STRESS LEVELS ABATE A BIT…
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…BUT REPUBLICANS ARE NOT BOUGHT IN
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LISTENING TO AMERICA: 
10 IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS



MANY ARE STILL ANXIOUS ABOUT THE ELECTION

• Six respondents had election-related stress going into Election Day –
and they remain anxious

• Reasons included: 

▪ The country is divided and regardless of who won, we would remain divided

▪ President Trump’s ongoing claims of voter fraud and his refusal to concede

▪ Concerns that Biden won’t be in charge – those around him will implement their 
hidden agendas



The pandemic



THEY EXPECT IT TO GET WORSE, AND OTHERS NOT FOLLOW RULES
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3/4 WOULD WEAR A MASK IF BIDEN ASKED
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HALF DEFINITELY WILL GET VACCINATED; 1/5 DEFINITELY NOT
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NEARLY HALF EXPECT VACCINE AVAILABILITY BEFORE MARCH 1
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Ready or Not



WILLINGNESS TO ENGAGE CONTINUES TO RISE
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READINESS TO ATTEND AN OPEN HOUSE HITS ALL-TIME HIGH
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READINESS TO TOUR A HOME FOR SALE HITS ALL-TIME HIGH
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REALTORS: RETURN IN 3 MONTHS

Back to Normal Barometer, Nov. 18, 2020



NAR



THEY ARE EAGER TO RETURN TO THEIR WORKPLACE
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1/3 DEFINITELY PLAN TO RELOCATE IN NEXT SIX MONTHS
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1/4 REPURPOSED TRAVEL MONEY FOR HOME SPENDING
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NEARLY 2/3 EXPECT NUMBER OF COVID CASES TO RISE

n=538, Back to Normal Barometer, Nov. 18, 2020



MOST HOLIDAY GIFTS WILL BE PURCHASED ONLINE
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QUESTIONS?

• What questions do you have about the findings?

• What should we ask in wave 16?
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