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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Richard Shelby 
110 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Shelby: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Mary Landrieu 
724 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Landrieu: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Herb Kohl 
330 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Kohl: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Christopher Bond 
274 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Bond: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Wayne Allard 
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Allard: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Robert Bennett 
431 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-4403 
 
Dear Senator Bennett: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Barbara Mikulski 
503 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-2003 
 
Dear Senator Mikulski: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Arlen Specter 
711 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Specter: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Kay Hutchison 
284 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-4304 
 
Dear Senator Hutchison: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Richard Durbin 
309 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Durbin: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Daniel Inouye 
722 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-1102 
 
Dear Senator Inouye: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Feinstein: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Patty Murray 
173 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Murray: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Ted Stevens 
522 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Stevens: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Frank Lautenberg 
324 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Lautenberg: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Jack Reed 
728 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Reed: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 

President 
 

Dale A. Stinton 
CAE, CPA, CMA, RCE 

EVP/CEO 
 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
Jerry Giovaniello, Senior Vice President 

Walter J. Witek, Jr., Vice President 
Gary Weaver, Vice President 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Judd Gregg 
393 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Gregg: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
 



 

 

Pat Vredevoogd Combs 
ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
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Dale A. Stinton 
CAE, CPA, CMA, RCE 

EVP/CEO 
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Jerry Giovaniello, Senior Vice President 

Walter J. Witek, Jr., Vice President 
Gary Weaver, Vice President 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
433 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Leahy: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
 



 

 

Pat Vredevoogd Combs 
ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 

President 
 

Dale A. Stinton 
CAE, CPA, CMA, RCE 

EVP/CEO 
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Jerry Giovaniello, Senior Vice President 

Walter J. Witek, Jr., Vice President 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Robert Byrd 
311 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Byrd: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
 



 

 

Pat Vredevoogd Combs 
ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 

President 
 

Dale A. Stinton 
CAE, CPA, CMA, RCE 

EVP/CEO 
 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
Jerry Giovaniello, Senior Vice President 

Walter J. Witek, Jr., Vice President 
Gary Weaver, Vice President 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Tom Harkin 
731 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Harkin: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
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Dale A. Stinton 
CAE, CPA, CMA, RCE 
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Jerry Giovaniello, Senior Vice President 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Lamar Alexander 
455 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Alexander: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
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Dale A. Stinton 
CAE, CPA, CMA, RCE 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Thad Cochran 
113 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-2402 
 
Dear Senator Cochran: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
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Dale A. Stinton 
CAE, CPA, CMA, RCE 
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Jerry Giovaniello, Senior Vice President 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Byron Dorgan 
322 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Dorgan: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
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CAE, CPA, CMA, RCE 
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Jerry Giovaniello, Senior Vice President 

Walter J. Witek, Jr., Vice President 
Gary Weaver, Vice President 

 

REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark which may be used only by real estate 
professionals who are members of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®  

and subscribe to its strict Code of Ethics. 
 

500 New Jersey Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20001-2020 
202.383.1194  Fax  202.383.7580 
www.realtors.org/governmentaffairs 

 
 
June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Larry Craig 
520 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Craig: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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Dale A. Stinton 
CAE, CPA, CMA, RCE 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Sam Brownback 
303 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Brownback: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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Dale A. Stinton 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Pete Domenici 
328 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-3101 
 
Dear Senator Domenici: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
 



 

 

Pat Vredevoogd Combs 
ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 

President 
 

Dale A. Stinton 
CAE, CPA, CMA, RCE 

EVP/CEO 
 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
Jerry Giovaniello, Senior Vice President 

Walter J. Witek, Jr., Vice President 
Gary Weaver, Vice President 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Tim Johnson 
136 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Johnson: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
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ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
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Dale A. Stinton 
CAE, CPA, CMA, RCE 
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June 14, 2007 
 
The Honorable Ben Nelson 
716 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Nelson: 
 
On behalf of the 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS® , I want to 
express our strong support for legislative efforts to fully fund FEMA’s Flood Map 
Modernization Program to update our nation's flood plain maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps or 
FIRMs).  
 
Floods cause billions of dollars of damage to communities nationwide and result in more loss of 
life than any other natural hazard.  We believe a continuing investment of general funds is 
needed to update, digitize and maintain these maps because of their role in promoting public 
safety and reducing the costs of federal flood-related disaster assistance.    
 
Prior to the Flood Map Modernization Program, most of the cost of floodplain mapping was 
borne by flood insurance policy holders, yet the flood maps provide benefits to all citizens.  
Updated flood maps help communities develop flood management strategies and implement 
ordinances to limit the impact of floods. Updated maps also help property owners comply with 
federal flood insurance requirements in the sale of new and existing homes and businesses. 

 
Modernization and updating of the nation’s flood risk data is critically important. 
We strongly support appropriate funding levels to continue the work of the Map Modernization 
Initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Pat V. Combs, ABR, CRS, GRI, PMN 
2007 President, National Association of REALTORS® 
 


