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The National Association of REALTORS® (NAR) would like to submit the following statement on 
behalf of its 1.1 million members as the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee begins 
consideration of funding and implementation of the federal surface transportation program. 

NAR is America’s largest trade association, and it includes NAR’s five commercial real estate 
institutes and its societies and councils. REALTORS® are involved in all aspects of the residential 
and commercial real estate industries, and they belong to one or more of some 1,400 local 
associations or boards, and 54 state and territory associations of REALTORS®. 

REALTORS® believe that the timely provision of safe, convenient, and efficient transportation 
infrastructure enhances the quality of communities, supports property values, and mitigates the 
effects of traffic congestion that accompany growth. REALTORS® support improving mobility in 
communities so that all citizens have access to transportation means best suited to their needs.  

In anticipation of Congressional action on surface transportation program reauthorization, NAR 
adopted in 2008 a set of policy principles on transportation. Now, almost three years later, 
REALTORS® continue to await a recommitment by Congress to a robust federal surface 
transportation program that will allow communities to plan for a future of sustainable growth and 
economic vibrancy. 

NAR has grave concerns about the detrimental effects on America’s communities of a federal 
surface transportation program that is not adequately funded or that limits the flexibility of state and 
local governments to invest in multi-modal transportation solutions. At a minimum, federal 
spending for transportation infrastructure should be sufficient to maintain the current physical 
condition and level of performance of highways and transit systems. And at a juncture when local 
economies – and the residential and commercial real estate markets that anchor those economies – 
are struggling to regain their vitality, it is of utmost importance that funding and financing are 
available for transportation investments that foster economic development and facilitate sustainable 
growth.  

Rather than an opportunity to truncate the federal surface transportation program into purely a 
highway program, this time of fiscal constraints should be an opportunity to innovate in ways that 
provide an even playing field among transportation modes and projects, and facilitate creative 
options for project financing – including public-private partnerships. 

Transportation needs are great, and REALTORS® across the country know that their communities 
stand ready with ideas to implement transportation projects that will ensure the economic vitality of 
those communities for years to come. A federal surface transportation program that is robust, 
predictable, and flexible is crucial to bringing those plans to fruition. 


